SAFETY&RFOCUS

ELECTRICAL SAFETY

Electricity is everywhere, so reliable and useful these days that it is often taken for granted. Electricity is
something that you can't see, hear, or smell-so it is critical to have a basic understanding of what it is and how

it works in order to use it safely on campus.

WHO: Supervisors and employees must take
measures in their workplaces to be thoroughly
familiar with the safety procedures for their
particular jobs. Moreover, good judgment and
common sense are integral to preventing electrical
accidents.

WHAT: Electrical safety is a system of
organizational measures and technical means to
prevent harmful and dangerous effects on workers
from electric current, arcing, electromagnetic fields
and static electricity.

To prevent employees from being injured:

«  Don't work with exposed conductors carrying
50 volts or more.

«  Make sure electrical equipment is properly
connected, grounded and in good working
order.

«  Extension cords may not be used as permanent
wiring and should be removed after temporary
use for an activity or event.

«  Surge suppressors with built-in circuit breakers
may be used long-term and are available with
three, six and 15 foot-long cords.

« High amperage equipment such as space
heaters, portable air conditioners and other
equipment must be plugged directly into
permanent wall receptacles.

« Do not access, use, or alter any building’s
electrical service, including circuit breaker
panels, unless you are specifically qualified and
authorized to do so.

«  Wet environments can increase the risk of
an electrical shock and therefore require the
use of Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GCFI)
outlets.

WHEN: Any task that includes potential
electrically-related exposures must be evaluated
for hazards and proper controls must be put in
place before work can begin.

WHY: Electrical Safety is needed to prevent
electric shock, or other injuries, resulting from
either direct or indirect electrical contact when
work is performed near or on equipment or circuits
that are, or may be, energized. The electrical
current throughout all buildings on campus has
enough power to cause serious injury or death by
electrocution.

HOW: University of Utah:

https://utah.bridgeapp.com/learner/courses/

bae8dd2f/enroll

OSHA Resources:

https://www.osha.gov/electrical

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/

publications/osha3075.pdf
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